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PATIENT BROCHURE
ON BLOOD TRANSFUSION

The Canadian Red Cross has pub-
lished an information brochure for
people who may require a blood
transfusion. You may need blood gives
an overview of how blood is pre-
pared for transfusion, testing, the
risks of infection and options such as
autologous donation. Physicians may
order copies at no charge through
their local Canadian Red Cross
Blood Centre (800 668-2866, Mon-
day to Friday, 7 am to 8 pm EST)
or by using the feedback button on
the Red Cross Internet home page
(http://www.redcross.ca/e/blood.html).

DRUG PRICES DECLINING,
PMPRB SAYS

Manufacturers' prices for 86% of
the best-selling patented drugs in
Canada either stayed the same or
declined during 1994, the Patented
Medicine Prices Review Board (PM-
PRB) says. Its study, The Top 200 Sell-
ing Patented Drug Products in Canada,
notes that on average the prices for
patented drugs declined slightly for
the first time. Sales of patented
drug products, which had increased
from $1.67 billion to $2.4 billion
from 1990 to 1993, also declined
slightly in 1994, to $2.39 billion.
Sales of nonpatented drugs, includ-
ing off-patent brand-name and
generic drugs, increased 18%, to
$3.55 billion.

Average Canadian prices were

below median international prices
in 1994 for the first time, the study
said. Prices in Canada ranked be-
low those in the US, Switzerland
and Germany but above those in
the United Kingdom, Sweden,
France and Italy. The PMPRB said
its study demonstrates that the
prices of patented drug products
are only one factor behind the ris-
ing cost of pharmaceutical prod-
ucts; other factors are the growth
in volume of prescriptions and the
prescribing of higher-priced substi-
tutes.

OTTAWA RESTRICTS
ACCESS TO RECORDS

The federal government is going to
restrict the access of defendants to
the confidential counselling records
of alleged sexual-assault victims. The
move is in response to a Supreme
Court of Canada ruling last year that
defendants need only establish that
the counselling records of physi-
cians, priests and other counsellors
are "likely to have relevance" for a
judge to order them to be turned
over to the defence (see McPhedran
M. Physician-patient privilege: the
legal assault continues. Can Med Assoc
J 1996;154:1760-3).

Justice Minister Allan Rock told
the Commons Justice Committee
that new legislation would require
the court to establish that the records
are relevant, restrict access to records
that are pertinent to the case and re-
quire a subpoena from a provincial

court judge. Sexual-assault centres
and rape counsellors welcomed the
announcement; many had stopped
keeping all but minimal records since
the Supreme Court ruling. Physicians
had also been concerned that pa-
tients could not be assured of confi-
dentiality.

DOES UNIVERSITY FEE
VIOLATE CHA?

The University of Western Ontario
(UWO) Society of Graduate Stu-
dents believes that a mandatory fee
for Student Health Services and
payments to a sport-medicine
clinic for priority treatment for stu-
dents contravene the Canada
Health Act (CHA). In June, the so-
ciety said it was taking its concerns
to Ontario Health Minister Jim
Wilson and his federal counterpart,
David Dingwall.

The university pays the Fowler-
Kennedy Clinic, which is open to
the public, $200 000 a year "to rec-
ognize the first priority service" pro-
vided to UWO students. The soci-
ety says this suggests that "some
patients are more equal than others
when it comes to access" to health
care services. "In Canada," it says,
"medicare means people do not
have to pay for insured services" and
the annual mandatory fee of $61.50
paid to Student Health Services
may be subsidizing insured services.
If this is the case, the students ar-
gue, it represents "back-door extra-
billing."
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